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John H. Brinegar

6705 Edmonstone Ave.

Richmond, VA 23226
Phone: (804) 254-2156

E-mail: jhbrineg@ vcu.edu

EDUCATION

Ph.D.
2000     University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill


English literature; major: medieval English literature, minor: medieval studies

M.A.
1994      University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill


English literature, with a concentration in Old English

B.A.
1992      University of Oregon


English literature

B.A.
1990      University of Oregon


Linguistics; graduated from Robert D. Clark Honors College

LANGUAGES

Modern: French, German; reading knowledge of Spanish, Italian, Icelandic, Modern Welsh

Older: Latin, Old English, Old High German, Old Norse, Gothic, Old French, Old Irish

DISSERTATION

Title: “ ‘Books Most Necessary’: The Intellectual and Literary Contexts of Alfred’s Boethius”

Director: Patrick P. O’Neill

Examines Alfred’s major additions to his translation of Boethius’s De consolatione philosophiae, discusses the intellectual milieu from which they were drawn, and analyzes Alfred’s use of them in adapting Boethius’s text for an Anglo-Saxon audience.

PUBLICATIONS

Luminous Pursuit– Jellyfish, GFP, and the Unforeseen Path to the Nobel Prize (book).  Coauthored with Osamu 
Shimomura and Sachi Shimomura. August 2017.
“Some sources of the Old English Boethius.”   Proceedings of the first annual symposium of The 

Alfredian Boethius Project, University of Oxford, July 2003. Available at: 

http://www.english.ox.ac.uk/boethius/Symposium2003.html
“Hagiographic, Homiletic, and Didactic Literature.”  In A Companion to Old and Middle English 

Literature, ed. Laura Cooner Lambdin and Robert  Thomas Lambdin.  Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2002.  277-298. 
“Saint Jerome and Sources of Anglo-Saxon Literary Culture (SASLC): Traces of Jerome in 

Old English Literature.”  Old English Newsletter 29.3 (1996): 19-24.  (With Debra E. Best and John Black.)

INVITED TALKS

“‘You Have Known What You Should Not’; American Weird Fiction from Poe to Lovecraft.”  March 4, 2011.  VCU Literati.  Richmond, VA.

“H.P. Lovecraft.”  October 18, 2010.  VCU Literati.  Richmond, VA.

“Plunging From The Citadel:  Diverging Heroisms in J.R.R. Tolkien’s and Peter Jackson’s Lord of 
the Rings.”  February 2008.  VCU Literati.  Richmond, VA.
“Some Sources of the Old English Boethius.”  July 2003.  Alfredian Boethius Symposium. Oxford, 

UK.

CONFERENCE PAPERS AND SEMINARS
“Chaucerian Anxiety: Troilus and Criseyde, Romeo and Juliet, and Othello.”  September 2011.  Medieval-
Renaissance Conference XXV. Wise, VA. 
“Half-Naked Ishmaelites at Worcester: The Uses of the Old English Malchus.”  May 2007.  

International Congress on Medieval Studies.  Kalamazoo, MI.

“‘My soule bitake I unto Sathanas’: Heretical Ends in Chaucer’s Miller’s Tale.” October 2006.  

Southeastern Medieval Conference. Oxford, MS.

“Jerome in Anglo-Saxon England: Charting the Territory.”  May 2006.  International Congress on 

Medieval Studies.  Kalamazoo, MI.

 “Patience, Sand, and the Trials of Love in The Parliament of Fowls.”  May 2005.  International 

Congress on Medieval Studies.  Kalamazoo, MI.
“‘Unwiht!’: Bodily Transgressions of the Natural Order in The Owl and the Nightingale.”

October 2004.  Southeastern Medieval Conference. Charleston, SC.

“The Crooked and the Straight: “Woh,” “Riht,” and the Natural Order in The Owl and the 

Nightingale.”  May 2004.  International Congress on Medieval Studies.  Kalamazoo, MI.

“Fair vs. Foul in The Owl and the Nightingale.”  May 2003.  International Congress on

Medieval Studies.  Kalamazoo, MI.

“‘Upon An Hil Of Sond’: Suffering and Patience in The Parliament of Fowls.” September 2002.  

Southeastern Medieval Association.  Tallahassee, FL.

“Self-Destructing Allegory In Chaucer’s Clerk’s Tale.” July 2002.  International Medieval 

Congress.  Leeds, UK. 

“The Old English Boethius As Translation and Commentary.”  May 2002. International Congress on

Medieval Studies.  Kalamazoo, MI.

“Borrowed Plumage: The Owl and the Nightingale as Socially Mobile Literature.” April 2002.  

Virginia Humanities Colloquium.  Newport News, VA.

“Does The Beowulf Dragon Have Feet?”  October 2001.  Southeastern Medieval Association.  

New Orleans, LA.

“The Wisdom of Solomon: Alfred’s Use of the Book of Wisdom in the Boethius.”  May 2001. 

International Congress on Medieval Studies.  Kalamazoo, MI

“Historia Romana: Alfred’s Refiguring of Roman History in the Boethius.”  April 2001.  Blue Ridge


International Conference on the Humanities and Arts.  Boone, NC.

“‘Iobes Sunu’: The Figure of Hercules in Alfred’s Boethius.” May 1999.  International Congress on 

Medieval Studies.  Kalamazoo, MI

“Earth, Wind, and Fire: Echoes of Bede’s De Natura Rerum in Alfred’s Boethius.”  October 1998.  

Southeastern Medieval Association.  Decatur, GA

“Women, Lions, and Half-Naked Ishmaelites: The Old English Malchus as a Product of the 

Benedictine Reform.”  May 1997.  International Congress on Medieval Studies.  Kalamazoo, MI

“Alfred’s Rhetoric: Figures and Tropes in the Old English Boethius.”  May 1996. International 

Congress on Medieval Studies.  Kalamazoo, MI

Report on the UNC Jerome Project for SASLC.  August 1995.  International Society of Anglo-

Saxonists Biennial Meeting.  Stanford University, CA.

ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT

Teaching Assistant Professor.  Virginia Commonwealth University English Department. 2015-
present.
Courses taught:

Reading Literature.  Eight sections.  Introduction to reading and writing about texts critically, i
ntended for non-English majors 

Introduction to the English Major.  Five sections. Introduction to techniques of literary analysis 
in reading and writing.
Early Literary Traditions.   Two sections.  Literature written before 1500 and impacting the literary 
development of the British Isles
English Drama: 900-1642.  Two sections.  Survey of English drama from its beginnings to the 
closure of the theaters in 1642.
Shakespeare in Context. One section.  Shakespeare’s plays in historical and literary context.
Topics: Reading Graphic Novels. Two sections.  Survey of contemporary graphic novels.
Shakespeare. Two sections.  In-depth study of major comedies, histories, and 

tragedies.

History of the English Language.  Two sections.  History and development of English from 
Proto-Indo-European to the present, with attention to the varieties of modern English.
Senior Seminar: Jacobean City Comedy. In-depth study of Jacobean city comedies with attention 
to critical contexts.  Capstone course for the English major
Thesis/dissertation committees served on:

Katherine Wirth (Distinguished English Major BA): completed August 2019.  Directed.

Jake Hertz (MA): defended April 2017
Thomas Cunningham (Ph.D., MATX): ongoing

Instructor, Virginia Commonwealth University English Department.  2008-2015.
Courses taught:

Sophomore composition. Ten sections.  Uses draft workshops and small-group activities.
Advanced writing.  Two sections.  Uses draft workshops and small-group activities.

Textual Analysis.  Thirteen sections.  
Introduction to the English Major.  Two sections. 
Early Literary Traditions.  One section.  Literature written before 1500 and impacting the literary 
development of the British Isles
English Drama: 900-1642.  Two sections.  
Shakespeare In Context. Two sections.  
Shakespeare: The Early Works.  Three sections.  In-depth study of major comedies, histories, and 

early tragedies.

Shakespeare: The Later Works.  Six sections.  In-depth study of major tragedies, romances, and 

problem plays. 
Chaucer.  Two sections.  Studies in Chaucer’s language and works, focusing on the Canterbury Tales 

and Troilus and Criseyde.
History of the English language.  Two sections.  
Senior Seminar: Jacobean City Comedy. In-depth study of Jacobean city comedies with attention 
to critical contexts.  Capstone course for the English major.

Senior Seminar: The Story of Troilus. In-depth study of Chaucer’s Troilus and Criseyde and 
Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida and their source texts with attention to critical contexts.  
Capstone course for the English major.

Thesis/dissertation committees served on:

Thomas Cunningham (Ph.D., MATX): ongoing

Christmas Beeler (MA): defended April 2013 (co-director of thesis)

Caitlyn Murray (MA): defended April 2013

Kate Simonsen (MA): defended April 2012
Collateral Assistant Professor.  University College, Virginia Commonwealth University. 2007-2008.

Courses taught:

Focused Inquiry I.  Four sections.  Develops students’ writing and critical thinking abilities. Uses 
draft workshops and small-group activities.
Focused Inquiry II. Four sections.  Focuses further on developing critical thinking through writing. 
Uses draft workshops and small-group activities.
Adjunct, Virginia Commonwealth University English Department.  2006-2007.
Courses taught:

Sophomore composition. Four sections.  Uses draft workshops and small-group activities.
Shakespeare’s Plays.  One 125-student section.  Survey of Shakespeare’s plays, designed for 
sophomore non-English majors.  
English Drama 900-1642.  One section.  Medieval mystery and morality plays and Renaissance non-

Shakespearean drama.
Instructor, Virginia Commonwealth University English Department.  1999-2006.

Courses taught:

Freshman composition.  Twenty-three sections.  Uses draft workshops and small-group activities.

Sophomore composition. Nine sections.  Uses draft workshops and small-group activities.
Advanced composition.  One section.  Uses draft workshops and small-group activities.

English grammar and usage.  One section.  Introduces the basics of English grammar and usage.

Western world literature survey I.  Four sections.  Western literature from the classical period 

through the Renaissance.  Used on-line discussion forum.

British literature survey I.  Three sections.  British literature from the Old English period through 

the eighteenth century.  Used on-line discussion forum.

British literature survey II.  One section.  British literature from the Romantic period to the 

present.

Studies in narrative (Honors).  One section.  Analysis of narrative techniques and strategies in 

prose, film, and comics.  Used on-line discussion forum.

Introduction to poetry.  Three half-semester sections.  A brief introduction to reading and writing 

critically about poetry, using poems written between the sixteenth century and the present.  

Students frequently read assigned poems aloud.

Introduction to drama.  One half-semester section.  A brief introduction to reading and writing 

about drama, focusing on four plays: Oedipus, Moliere’s The Miser, Wilde’s The Importance 

of Being Earnest, and Strindberg’s Miss Julie.  Students performed brief scenes from the plays.

Shakespeare’s Plays.  Two 125-student sections.  Survey of Shakespeare’s plays, designed for 
sophomore non-English majors.  
Shakespeare: The Early Works.  Two sections.  In-depth study of major comedies, histories, and 

early tragedies.

Shakespeare: The Later Works.  Two sections.  In-depth study of major tragedies, romances, and 

problem plays. 

Chaucer.  Four sections.  Studies in Chaucer’s language and works, focusing on the Canterbury Tales 

and Troilus and Criseyde.

Medieval epic and romance.  One section.  Selected English, French, and German medieval texts 

in translation.  Selections include Beowulf, the Chanson de Roland, the Nibelungenlied, Chretien de Troyes, and Malory.

Introduction to linguistics.  One section.  Introduces the basics of formalist linguistics (phonetics, 

phonology,  morphology, syntax, semantics).

History of the English language.  Two sections.  History and development of English from Proto-

Indo-European to the present, with attention to the varieties of modern English.

Teaching Fellow, UNC-CH English Department.  1994-1999.
Taught freshman composition and British literature surveys; composition courses included one section linked with a chemistry lab course.
HONORS AND AWARDS

Participant in NEH Summer Seminar “Holy Men and Holy Women of Anglo-Saxon England.” 
July 3-August 11, 2006.  Corpus Christi College, University of Cambridge, UK.

Selected for NEH Summer Seminar “The Seven Deadly Sins as Cultural Constructions in the 
Middle Ages.” 
July 17-August 18, 2006.  Darwin College, University of Cambridge, UK.  
Declined in order to participate in other NEH seminar (see above).

VCU Center for Teaching Excellence Small Grant.  2002.  Received funding to support the 

development of Web-based grammar tutorials and exercises for the VCU community.

Joseph Breen Fellowship, UNC-CH English Department.  1997.  Awarded annually in recognition 

of outstanding work in the field of medieval literature.

Travel Grant, UNC-CH Graduate School.  August 1995.

Merit Assistantship, UNC-CH English Department.  August 1992.  One of four one-semester 

research assistantships awarded on the basis of academic merit.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Focused Inquiry Faculty Institute.  VCU, Dec. 12-14, 2007.

Focused Inquiry Faculty Institute.  VCU, Aug. 6-10, 2007.

CTE Summer Institute: Promoting Learner-Centered Instruction.  VCU, June 6-9, 2005.
CTE Summer Institute: Teaching Faculty to Teach With Technology.  VCU May 19-22, 2003.

“Enhancing Learning Through Technology” retreat.  VCU Feb. 28-Mar. 1, 2003.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Director of Undergraduate Studies, VCU English Department.  7/2021 to present. Developed 
strategies for undergraduate recruitment and retention; coordinated activities to increase 
student engagement; worked with departmental advisor to facilitate student progress toward 
graduation; coordinated internships and independent studies. 
Member, University General Education Assessment Committee.  3/2021-present.  Worked to 
design and implement tools for assessing general education learning outcomes.

Member, Undergraduate Studies Committee, VCU English Department.  2016-present.  Advised on  

undergraduate curriculum, departmental scholarships, and other issues related to the 
undergraduate program
Member, MA Committee, VCU English Department.  2015-2017.  Advised on  

curriculum, admissions to the MA program, and other issues related to the MA program.
Member, Technology Committee, VCU English Department.  2013-2014.  Advised on  
departmental issues relating to technology.

Member, Learning Outcomes Fellows Teaching Initiative, VCU.  2012-2013.  Helped design and 
implement rubrics for measuring critical thinking and writing effectiveness in VCU’s core 
curriculum.
Member, Executive Committee, VCU English Department.  2021-2022.  Helped to develop general 

departmental policy and responses to initiatives of the College of Humanities and Sciences.
Member, Executive Committee, VCU English Department.  2012-2013.  Helped to develop general 

departmental policy and responses to initiatives of the College of Humanities and Sciences.

Member, Executive Committee, VCU English Department.  2008-2009.  Helped to develop general 

departmental policy and responses to initiatives of the College of Humanities and Sciences.

Member, Faculty Evaluation Development Committee, VCU University College.  2007-2008. 
Helped design faculty evaluation procedures for the VCU Focused Inquiry faculty.

Member, Rubric Development Committee, VCU University College.  2007-2008. Helped design 
rubrics for assessment of writing in Focused Inquiry courses.
Adjunct Representative, Composition Committee, VCU English Department. 2006-2007. Brought 
adjunct concerns to composition committee.
Reader, Victorians Institute Journal.  Summer 2004.  Read and commented on articles on Victorian 
medievalism under consideration for publication by VIJ.
Member, General Education Assessment Team, VCU College of Humanities and Sciences.  Spring 

2003.  Evaluated oral presentations in senior-level courses as part of pilot project on general education assessment.

Member, Textbook Selection Committee, VCU English Department.  Summer 2000.  Helped to 

select texts and revise curriculum for the composition program.
Member, Ad Hoc Composition Committee, VCU English Department.  Summer 2000.  Helped to 

revise the composition program; participated in text selection and curriculum development.

Member, Executive Committee, VCU English Department.  2000-2001.  Helped to develop general 

departmental policy and responses to initiatives of the College of Humanities and Sciences.

Leader, Coordinating Group, UNC-CH English Department.  1997-99.  One of fourteen teaching 

fellows chosen to lead monthly meetings to discuss issues related to teaching.
Member, Research Team, Sources of Anglo-Saxon Literary Culture Volume “H.”  1994-2001.  

Collecting and collating references to the works of St. Jerome in Anglo-Saxon texts.
PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES

Medieval Academy of America
Modern Language Association

Southeastern Medieval Association

