David Coogan


Department of English, Hibbs 306	Phone: 804-562-5999
Virginia Commonwealth University	Fax: 804.828.8684
900 Park Ave.			E-mail: dcoogan@vcu.edu
Richmond, VA 23284-2005	Web:  www.writingourwayout.com	

EDUCATION

Ph.D. 	English, State University of New York at Albany 				1995  
	
M.A.  	English, State University of New York at Albany				1992
	
B.A. 	English, The College of Wooster, Wooster, OH				1990

EMPLOYMENT

Associate Professor, Department of English, Virginia Commonwealth University	2010   

Assistant Professor, Department of English, Virginia Commonwealth University	2004 

SCHOLARSHIP

Books

After Jail: Before Freedom. Brandylane Publishers, 2026. 

The Cambridge Companion to American Prison Writing and Mass Incarceration. Cambridge University Press, 2025.

Writing Our Way Out: Memoirs from Jail. Brandylane Publishers, 2015.

The Public Work of Rhetoric: Citizen Scholars and Civic Engagement. University of South Carolina Press, 2010.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Articles and Book Chapters

The Rhetoric of Redemption in African-American Prison Memoirs. Rhetoric Review (September, 2021).

Community-Engaged Rhetoric. Review of Communication (February, 2020).

Situating Agency in the Memoirs of Mass Incarceration. Rhetoric Review (January, 2020).
 
Prison Paideia. Rhetoric Society Quarterly (Vol 49 Issue 1, 2019).

Public Life Through a Prison-University Partnership. Public: A Journal of Imagining America (Vol. 3 Issue 1, 2015).

Assembling for Agency: Prisoners and College Students in a Life Writing Workshop. Community Literacy Journal (Vol. 9 Issue 1, 2014).

Writing Your Way to Freedom: Autobiography as Inquiry in Prison Writing Workshops. Working for Justice: A Handbook of Prison Education and Activism, by Stephen Hartnett, Jennifer Kay Woodward, and Eleanor Novek, University of Illinois Press, 2013. 

Envoys of Inquiry: Graduate Students in the Public Turn. Texts of Consequence: Composing Rhetorics of Social Activism for the Writing Classroom, Christopher Wilkey and Nicholas Mauriello (editors), Hampton Press, 2012.

Service Learning and Social Change: The Case for Materialist Rhetoric. Writing and Community Engagement, by Tom Deans, Barbara Roswell and Adrian Wurr, Bedford St. Martins, 2010. Reprinted from College Composition and Communication, 2006.

Moving Students into Social Movements: Prisoner Reentry and the Research Paper. Active Voices: Composing a Rhetoric of Social Movements, by Patricia Malesh and Sharon Stevens, SUNY Press, 2009.

Counterpublics in Public Housing: Reframing the Politics of Service Learning. College English (Vol 67 Issue 5, 2005).

Invited Talks 

Storytelling and Closing Argument: Keeping Your Client’s Humanity in the Courtroom. Virginia Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, Richmond VA, April 2023.

Pedagogy and Community Literacy: A three-day seminar in the scholarship of community-engaged teaching commissioned by The Rhetoric Society of America at their bi-annual institute at the University of Nevada, Reno, May, 2019.

Writing Our Way Out.  TED Talk. TedxYouth@RVA, Collegiate School, November 19, 2018.  
Teaching and Writing Toward Freedom. Adult Education and Literacy Conference, Sponsored by the Literacy Institute at VCU, Williamsburg VA, July 2018.
Finding your Beta Readers. James River Writers Conference, Richmond VA, October 13, 2018.

Criminal Justice Reform Panel. Sponsored by Americans for Prosperity, Grace Street Theater, September 20, 2018.

Linking Literature to Life. University of Richmond’s Consortium on the Practice of the Humanities, October 14, 2016.

The Story of Open Minds. VCU Board of Visitors Annual Meeting, December 9, 2016.

Refereed Papers   

The Rhetoric of Redemption in Contemporary Prison Memoirs. The 19th Biennial Conference of the Rhetoric Society of America, May 2020.

Ethics in Community-Engaged Work: Who Decides? Imagining America National Conference, Milwaukee, WI, October 2016.

Imagining America without Mass Incarceration. Imagining America National Conference, Milwaukee, WI, October 2016.

All I Needed to Learn about the Engaged Arts and Humanities I Learned in Prison. Imagining America National Conference, Baltimore, MD, October 2015.

Imagining the Arts and Humanities in the Prison Industrial Complex. Imagining America National Conference, Atlanta, Georgia, October 9, 2014.

The Nation Inside - Mobilizing Against the U.S. Prison-Industrial Complex. Imagining America National Conference, Syracuse, New York, October 4, 2013.

Challenging the Prison-Industrial Complex and Working for Justice. A Preconference for Scholars, Activists, Artists, and Educators, NCA 99th Annual Convention, November 21, 2013.

The Bonds of Race, The Bonds Beyond Race. Virginia Universities and Race Histories: Complicating Our Narratives. The University of Virginia: November 9, 2013.

Reluctance to Rhetorical Inventions. The 15th Biennial Conference of the Rhetoric Society of America, May 2012.

Rhetorical Reaches: A Forum on Pedagogical Projects that Break the Boundaries of our Rhetoric Classrooms. The 15th Biennial Conference of the Rhetoric Society of America, May 2012.

How to Make a Middle Space. The 63rd Annual Conference on College Composition and
Communication, New Orleans, March 2012.

Sophists for Social Change. The 96th Annual National Communication Association, San Francisco, November 2010. I also organized and chaired the panel through which this paper was given.

The Right to Recover in a Prison Writing Workshop.  95th Annual National Communication Association, Chicago, IL, November 2009.

The World I Used to Live In. The 60th Annual Conference on College Composition and Communication, San Francisco, March 2009. I also organized and chaired the panel through which this paper was given.

Waiting on the World to Change. The 59th Annual Conference on College Composition and
Communication, New Orleans, March 2008.

Writing Your Way Out. The 13th Biennial Conference of the Rhetoric Society of America, May 2008. I also organized and chaired the panel through which this paper was given.

Seizing Social Movements in the Public Turn. The 58th Annual Conference on College Composition and Communication, New York, March 2007. I also organized the panel through which this paper was given.

The Rhetoric of Reentry. The 1st meeting of Cultural Studies and Critical Pedagogies for the 21st Century, Washington, DC, July 2006.

Pursuing Publicity and Power for People in Need.  The 12th Biennial Conference, Rhetoric Society of America, Memphis TN, May 2006.  I also organized the panel through which this paper was given. 

Community Organizing in Rhet/Comp: Building Frameworks for Social Change.  The Fifty Seventh Conference on College Composition and Communication, Chicago IL, March 2006.

A Materialist Rhetoric for Composition. The Fifty Sixth Conference on College Composition and Communication, San Francisco, CA, March 2005. I also organized the panel through which this paper was given.

Charting Social Change in the City: Materialist Rhetoric and Urban Regimes. The National Communication Association, Chicago, IL, November 2004. 
Reviews
Prison Life Writing: Conversion and the Literary Roots of the U.S. Prison System, Simon Rolston, Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 2021. Reviewed in H-Net Review for the Humanities and Social Sciences (January 2022).
City of Rhetoric: Revitalizing the Public Sphere in Metropolitan America, by David Fleming, SUNY Press, 2009). Reviewed in Journal of Advanced Composition, 2009. 

Community Literacy and the Rhetoric of Local Publics, by Elenore Long, Parlor Press, 2008). Reviewed in Reflections: Writing, Service Learning, and Community Literacy, 2008.

Response to Heather Letter-Rust. Published simultaneously with Letter-Rust’s response to “Service Learning and Social Change,” College Composition and Communication, 2008.

Blog – Writing to Freedom

Twenty-five entries published since 2020. Select titles include:
Do You Know the Story of Mass Incarceration? November 9, 2025.
The Human Connection, July, 2023.
Can We Stop Cops from Killing Black People? June 29, 2021.

Podcast – Writing Our Way Out

Twenty episodes released over two seasons from 2019 – 2021. Select episodes include: 
The Race Question  
The Meaning of Manhood
Tough Love

Public Lectures

After Jail, Before Freedom, Let’s Be Free. 1708 Gallery, June 19, 2026.

A Reading from After Jail, Before Freedom, The College of Wooster, Wooster OH, May 2026.

The Story of Mass Incarceration. VCU Humanities Research Center, February, 2026.

Writers and Activists Against Mass Incarceration. Richmond Public Library, Dec. 3, 2025.

Transformation Capsules. The Human Connection, 1708 Gallery, July 16, 2023.

The Story Does Not End. The Gayton Kirk (PCUSA), March 5, 2023.

Reconciliation.  Coming Together Virginia, Virginia Museum of History and Culture, May 17, 2022.

Life Writing and Change. Richmond Juvenile Detention Center, Nov. 3, 2021.

The Road to Reentry.  Ginter Park Presbyterian Church, Oct. 10, 2021. 

The Road to Prison. Ginter Park Presbyterian Church, Oct. 3, 2021. 

Recovery Writing. VCU Rams in Recovery, Sept. 3, 2020.

Writing, Addiction, and Recovery. REAL Community Center, Sept. 2, 2020.

Serving and Being Served. Bull Run Unitarian Universalist Church, Nov. 16, 2020.

When I Was in Prison, You Visited Me. Ginter Park Presbyterian Church, Nov. 15, 2020.

Dominion. Faith on Tap. St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Oct. 12, 2020.

The Man in the Memoir. Sandston Public Library, February 20, 2019.

True Testimony. Fairfield Public Library, March 27, 2019.

The Prison-to-School Pipeline. Weinstein Jewish Community Center, November 26, 2018.

Books to Better Richmond. RVA Lit Crawl. Byrd Theater, April 20, 2018.

Open Minds, Closer Thoughts – Artists Talk.  With VCU Professors of music Tony Garcia and Erin Freeman who adapted Writing Our Way Out for VCU’s Commonwealth Singers, Singleton Center, April 6, 2018.

Memoirs from Jail. William and Mary, Visiting Writer’s Series, April 4, 2018.

Telling Your Story. St. Catherine’s School, Richmond VA, February 23, 2018.

Writing Your Way Out.  Writer’s Fest, Appomattox Regional Governor's School for the Arts and Technology, February 11, 2018.

Telling Your Story.  The READ Center, Richmond VA September 17, 2017.

Real Learning = Risk Taking. VCU Honors College. September 13, 2017.

Singing Our Way Out: A Dramatic Rendering of Stories Affecting Children, Parents, and Teachers from Writing Our Way Out produced with Arts faculty and students at Linwood Holton Elementary School and facilitated by the Nonprofit, Assisting Families of Inmates. Holton Elementary, Richmond VA, June 7, 2017.

The Writer as Witness. The Shepherd’s Center, Richmond, VA, May 25, 2017.

The Living and the Writing. 2nd Presbyterian Church, Richmond VA, April 30, 2017.

Memoirs of Mass Incarceration: Rehabilitation or Revolution? VCU Cabell Libraries, Richmond VA, April 26, 2017.

Author Talk. The Village Exxon Book Club, Richmond VA, April 23, 2017.

How I Wrote My Way into Jail. VCU College of Humanities and Sciences Faculty Scholarship Recognition Breakfast, Richmond VA, April 13, 2017.

The Prisons Inside Us.  Hampden-Sydney College, Farmville, VA, April 19, 2017.

Telling Our Stories. Union Presbyterian Seminary, Richmond VA, April 4, 2017.

Healing in a Broken System. VCU Health, Inner City, International, and Rural Preceptor Program, Richmond VA, Mar. 23, 2017.

Memoir Against Mass Incarceration. Virginia Festival of the Book, Charlottesville, VA, March 22, 2017.

Dreams of Change. Assisting Families of Inmates, 2nd Presbyterian Church, Richmond VA, March 16, 2017.

Doing Time. Goochland Public Library, Goochland VA, March 5, 2017.

Community Partners and Collaborative Inquiry. VCU Division of Community Engagement, Community Engaged Scholars Panel, March 1, 2017.

Unknown Truths. Loyola University Maryland, Baltimore, MD, February 22, 2017.

Race in the System. St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Richmond VA, February 19, 2017. 

Why Writing Matters. Chamberlayne Heights United Methodist Church, Richmond VA, December 13, 2016.

Writing Our Way Out: The Play. Dialogue with the Authors and Actors, VCU Shafer Street Playhouse, Richmond VA, December 9, 2016.

Author Talk on Writing Our Way Out. Book People, Richmond VA, November 12, 2016.

The School to Prison Pipeline, Invited Talk for Black Male Emergent Readers (BMER), Main Branch 
Public Library, November 4, 2016.

Scholarship and Social Change. VCU Division of Community Engagement, Community Engaged 
Scholars Panel, October 18, 2016.

The Spiritual Journey through Incarceration. St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, October 25, 2016, Richmond, VA. 

Meet the Authors of Writing Our Way Out, Humanities Research Center Meet the Authors Series. VCU 
Cabell Libraries, Richmond VA, September 28, 2016.

The Convict’s Code. First United Presbyterian Church, September 11, 2016.

The Thread of Truth. Sound of Music Studios, Richmond, VA, September 8, 2016.

Writing Through the Trauma. Annual Conference of The Virginia Action Alliance to Stop Sexual 
Violence, Richmond, VA August 10, 2016.

Writing Our Way Out - Author Talk. Norwalk Public Library, Norwalk, CT, June 24 2016.

Literature, Life, and the Liberal Arts. The College of Wooster, Wooster, OH, June 11, 2016.

Bearing Witness: Art as Social Justice. A Writer’s Salon on Writing and Social Justice Sponsored by 
James River Writers and the Poe Museum, Richmond, VA, Richmond, VA (June 9, 2016).

Witnessing from Jail. The New Virginians Club, Richmond, VA (June 9, 2016).

Writing Our Way Out and Other Ways to End Mass Incarceration. George Washington University, 
Washington, DC, Apr. 27, 2016.

Writing Toward Freedom. Book People, Richmond, VA, Apr. 16, 2016.

Open Studio with the authors of Writing Our Way Out: Memoirs from Jail. VCU School of the Arts, The 
Depot, Richmond, VA, Apr. 13, 2016.

Chained to Childhood. Sub Rosa Bakery, Richmond, VA, Apr. 9, 2016.

Finding Your Voice. The Shepherd’s Center, Richmond, VA, Apr. 4, 2016.

Healing Words. VCU Health, Inner City, International, and Rural Preceptor Program, Richmond VA, 
Mar. 23, 2016.

Building Effective University-Community Partnerships. VCU Institute for Inclusion, Inquiry, and 
Innovation, Richmond, VA, Mar. 18, 2016.

Schools and Jails in the Long Shadow of Slavery. Chop Suey Books, Richmond, VA, Mar. 15, 2016.

Panel Discussion for the Black Male Emergent Readers Program. Richmond Main Branch Public 
Library, Richmond, VA, Feb. 17, 2016.

Storytelling and Social Change. University of Richmond, Richmond, VA, Feb. 5, 2016.

Breaking the Cycle of Crime. Fountain Bookstore, Richmond, VA, Feb. 2, 2016.

Writing Home. Elliot’s Bar and Restaurant, Richmond, VA, Jan. 12, 2016.

Dreams of Change. VCU Barnes and Noble, Richmond, VA, Richmond, VA, Dec. 3, 2015.

The Spiritual Journey Through Incarceration. St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Richmond, VA, Dec. 2, 2015.

Book Launch for Writing Our Way Out: Memoirs from Jail: Black Iris Gallery, Richmond, VA, Nov. 19, 
2015.

Controlling Your Story, Controlling Your Life. Reentry Conference, District One Parole Office, Richmond, May 2013.

Research Writing and Service Learning: Searching for Social Change. Blue Ridge Symposium on Undergraduate Research Writing Virginia Tech, College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences, February 9, 2013.

The Ways of Non-Violence. Community Forum, Richmond City Jail, October 2012.

The Story of Open Minds. The Conference of the International / Inner City / Rural Preceptorship Program (I2CRP), Fall 2012.

Featured Panelist at the Service-Learning Institute, Division of Community Engagement, Spring 2012.

Panelist for the Incarceration Forum. sponsored by the Black Student Union of Virginia Commonwealth University, March 31, 2011.

Public Intellectuals Without Podiums.  Paper presented at the Institute for Ethical Community Engagement and the Program for Writing and Rhetoric, University of Colorado – Boulder, November 13, 2008.

Interviews 

The Story of Mass Incarceration. WVTF Public Radio, December 2, 2025. 

Prison Education in Virginia. Public News Service, April 29, 2025.

Prison Literacy Podcast. Columbia Law School, 2024.

Atheists in Recovery Podcast. Sept. 3, 2020.

Service-Learning and Experiential Education Podcast. Oct. 9 2020.

CBS 6 “I Have a Story” with Greg McQuade, Oct 20. 2020. 

VCU News ‘Writing Our Way Out’ podcast explores traps and turning points that can lead to prison in America.” June 12, 2020.

Quoted in The Washington Post, “New Virginia Law Seeks to End School to Prison Pipeline.” Dec. 3, 2020.

Monday Motivation: The Power of Empathy – CBS 6, December 19. 2019.

American Rambler with Colin Woodward, January 4, 2019.

VCU class allows low-level offenders to avoid jail while self-reflecting through writing their own memoirs. Richmond Times Dispatch, April 22, 2018.

A Conversation with David Coogan, Humanities Research Center Podcast October, 2018.

Music that Mends, With Good Reason, WCVE Public Radio, July 27, 2018.

Writing Their Way Out of Jail Time, WCVE Public Radio, June 27, 2018.

Class Time Instead of Jail Time: Susan, Radio IQ WVTF, May 1, 2018. 

Healing Circle, Style Weekly, February 20, 2018.

VCU Writing Your Way Out: Whitney, NBC 12, February 13, 2018.
 
VCU Writing Your Way Out: Kelvin, NBC 12, February 13, 2018.

Identity Theory, August 3, 2018.

The Best of Prison Literature. Five Books, May 16, 2018.

Changing the Narrative in Jail. The Academic Minute 10-18-17 Audio Link to the Podcast.

VCU Insight, Public Television, December 13, 2016.

Interview with Sandy Hausman, Radio IQ, Virginia Public Radio Program, October 2015.

Trickster Heroines. With Good Reason, WCVE, Virginia Public Radio Program, December 2008.
Op-Eds
“VCU-City Jail partnership builds community.” Richmond Times Dispatch, May 18, 2013. 

“A Look at Inmates After Prison, Before Freedom.”  Richmond Times-Dispatch, April 13 2008.
  
GRANTS 

College of Humanities and Sciences, Research Leave, 2023.	

Division of Community Engagement Grant. “Open Minds: Shared Inquiries, Shared Hope.” Spring 2011, $13,518.

College of Humanities and Sciences Scholarship Enhancement Grant. “Writing and Prisoner Rehabilitation.” Spring 2008, $550.

College of Humanities and Sciences Scholarship Enhancement Grant. “Writing and Prisoner Rehabilitation.” Spring 2007, $2,535. 

Center for Teaching Excellence Small Grant. “Implementing a Service-Learning Component in English 200 Writing and Rhetoric Workshop II.” Fall 2005, $2500.

Quality Enhancement Program: Real Departmental Engagement in Learning Small Grants, Center for Teaching Excellence, Fall 2004, $2500.

AWARDS AND HONORS 

President’s Commission on Higher Education Community Engagement Honor Roll: Write Your Way Out: Criminal Justice Diversion Program was spotlighted in VCU’s successful application for Carnegie Community Engagement Classification in 2025.

Finalist for Best Podcast, Richmond Magazine, 2021.	

College of Humanities and Sciences Distinguished Teaching Award, 2020.

Division of Community Engagement Excellence in Service-Learning Faculty Award, 2020.

College of Humanities and Sciences, Eminent Scholars Program, nominated 2019.

Richmond Justice Initiative: Profiles in Public Life, an exhibit featuring my work with Writing Our Way Out and Open Minds, University of Richmond, February 3, 2017.

Faculty Spotlight: Community Engaged Scholars, VCU, Division of Community Engagement Ten-Year Anniversary, 2016.
 
Writing Our Way Out: Memoirs from Jail was nominated for American University’s Common Read program and became one of three finalists, 2016.

Writing Our Way Out: Memoirs from Jail was nominated for the VCU Common Book program and became one of four finalists, 2016.

Service-Learning Project Awards Program, Division of Community Engagement, 2012, $1000.

Currents of Change: Community Engaged Teaching Award. Division of Community Engagement, 2012. 

President’s Commission on Higher Education Community Engagement Honor Roll: Open Minds was spotlighted in VCU’s successful application for Carnegie Community Engagement Classification in 2008 and 2012.

VCU 40 Acts of Caring Award. Open Minds: Shared Inquires, Shared Hope was recognized as one of 40 exemplary community engagement projects at VCU’s 40th anniversary, 2008.

TEACHING
	
Undergraduate Courses

English 215: The Moral Compass 
Community Studies 301: ASPiRE: Prisoner Reentry and Life Writing 
English 304: Persuasive Writing  
English 356: Prison Literature
English 366: Writing and Social Change 
English 391: Redemption Memoirs 
English 393: Rhetoric in Public Life
English 453: Introduction to Modern Rhetoric 
English 459: Political Rhetoric in the U.S.
English 481: Genres
English 491: Public Speaking
English 499: Senior Seminar in Prison Memoir  

Graduate Courses
		
English 620: Intertextuality 
English 627: Genres
English 636: Teaching Writing: Theory and Practice
English 637: Theories of Rhetoric and Composition
English 651: Community Writing




15

M.A. and Ph.D. Thesis Director 

Becca Ringle, M.A., English, 2024 
Robb Crocker, MATX, 2020 
Julie Ward, M.A., English, 2018
Julie Markham, M.A., English, 2016
Linda Gupta, MATX, 2011-2015 
Ryan Cales, M.A., English, 2010-2011
David Makanahall, MATX, 2010-2011
Elisabeth Grissom, M.A., English, 2011
Modu Fofana, M.A., English, 2010-2011
Rebekah Holbrook, M.A., English, 2010-2011
Kelley Libby, M.A., English, 2009-2010 
Apryl Prentiss, M.A., English, 2009-2010  
Bill Edwards, M.A., English, 2008 – 2010 
Deb Schneider, M.A., English, 2007-2008 
Caleb Valentine, M.A., English, 2007-2008 

M.A. and Ph.D. Thesis Committee Member 

Caetlin McFadden, M.A., English, 2023
Alexandria Davis, Ph.D, Psychology, 2021
Kelcie Willis, M.S., Psychology, 2017-2018
Therese Verkerke, M.S., Psychology, 2012
Stephanie Davenport, M.A., English, 2011
Allison Eonta, M.S., Psychology, 2011
Meghan Foster, M.A., Dept. of English, 2006 
Andrea Konig, Ph.D, Psychology, 2006   
Amy Park, M.A., English, 2005

M.A. Independent Studies

Lauren Hyatt, Fall 2024 
Sofia Perez, Fall 2024
Becca Ringle, Spring 2023  
Caetlin McFadden, Fall 2022
Margaret Kneur, Fall 2019
Kristina McGuire, Spring 2019 
Ariel Lawrence, Spring 2017
Kristen Snyder, Fall 2012
Denise Dicks, Spring 2011
Elizabeth Grissom, Fall 2010
Modu Fofana-Kamara, Spring 2009 
Apryl Prentis, Fall 2008
Jennifer Ward, Spring 2007
Deb Schneider, Spring 2007  
Caleb Valentine, Spring 2007

B.A. Distinguished English Major

Jiana Smith 2022
Rachel Rivenbark 2021
Becca Ringle 2021

B.A. Independent Studies

David Bussell, Spring 2019
Owen Krug, Spring 2018
Madison Bowers, Fall 1018
Sulaiman Behsudi, Fall 2018


Guest Lectures

Writing and Picturing Memoir. Christina Dobson’s course, Collegiate School, March, 2026. 

Rhetoric and Democracy. VCU HUMS 291: Democracy United/Divided, Spring 2025.

Writing in the Community. Terry Dolson’s course, University of Richmond, October, 2023.

Storytelling and Social Change. Sylvia Gale’s course, University of Richmond, March, 2019.

Writing in the Community. Terry Dolson’s course, University of Richmond, October, 2019.

Storytelling and Social Change. Sylvia Gale’s course, University of Richmond, February 1, 2018.

Prisons and Justice. Marc Howard’s course, Georgetown University, Washington, DC, Apr. 20, 2016.

Adult Literacy Seminar. William Muth’s course, VCU School of Education, June 2011. 

SERVICE  

Service to the English Department 

Internships Generated for Students 
Writing Teacher, Fluvanna Correctional Center, 2025.
Research Assistant, Richmond Public Defender’s Office, 2024.
Assistant Director of Education, Richmond City Justice Center, 2018 (This position became a job).
School Newspaper Coordinator, Linwood Holton Elementary School, 2013.
Writing Teacher, Richmond City Justice Center, 2012. 
Writing Teacher, District One Probation Office, 2010.
Writing Teacher, Fluvanna Correctional Center, 2010.
Advocate, Boaz and Ruth, a nonprofit in Richmond serving ex-offenders.
Writing Teacher, Bon Air Correctional Center, 2010.
Writing Teacher, House of New Beginnings, a reentry recovery home, 2010.

Standing Committees  
Executive Committee, 2025.
Research Committee, 2025.
Executive Committee, 2024.
MFA Committee, 2022.
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion Committee, 2021.
Blackbird Literary Journal Committee, 2020-2023.
Revisions to Professional Writing Courses Committee, 2018.
Faculty Awards Committee, 2017-2019.
Quest for Distinction Ad-Hoc Committee, 2012.  
Teaching Loads Policy Ad-Hoc Committee, 2011.
Executive Committee, 2010 – 2013. 
Committee Chair: Faculty Awards, 2010 – 2013. 

Search Committees
Chair of the Committee to Hire an Assistant Professor of Rhetoric, Tenure-Track, 2017 – 2018.
Committee Member, Term Faculty Hire in Professional Writing Committee, 2016.
Committee Member, Opportunity Hire in Linguistics, 2010.

Promotion Committees
Jessica Hendry Nelson, Assistant Professor, Creative Writing, Tenure Track, 2024.
Caddie Alford, Assistant Professor, Rhetoric, Tenure Track, 2021.
Michael Hall, Assistant Professor, African-American Literature, Tenure Track, 2017.
Dale Smith, Instructor of English, 2015.
John Brinegar, Teaching Assistant Professor of English, 2013.
Kathy Graber, Associate Professor of Creative Writing, 2011.

Service to the University 

Open Minds
A program I created in 2011 and that offers classes in the arts and Humanities for VCU students and incarcerated people at the Richmond City Jail. Between 2010 and 2020, I 
· wrote a grant proposal with the director of education at the jail. We got the grant.
· wrote a memo of understanding with University Counsel and Richmond City Sheriff’s Office (RCSO) Counsel linking VCU with RCSO.  
· wrote content about the program for an Open Minds website in consultation with RCSO and VCU attorneys.
· created an Open Minds code of conduct and trained VCU students every semester.
· designated Open Minds courses as service-learning, generating a significant number of SL hours for VCU.
· secured continuing education units for the incarcerated students.  
· collaborated with faculty on several program assessments and with administrators in CHS to create a strategic plan for Open Minds and a scholarship program for its graduates.
· facilitated participation by a dozen faculty across both the Monroe Park Campus and the Medical campus.  

Write Your Way Out 
A criminal justice diversion program I created in 2017 that enables low-level offenders who would otherwise be sent to jail to come to VCU to take a therapeutic, memoir-writing writing class with VCU students.  Between 2017 and 2026, I
· wrote a program proposal with the Richmond Commonwealth Attorney.
· secured funding from the Greater Richmond Bar Foundation to hire two of my co-authors of Writing Our Way Out as program coaches.
· conducted a risk assessment survey with University Counsel and VCU Police Chief
· wrote a memo of understanding with University Counsel and Richmond Commonwealth Attorney’s Office linking VCU with RCAO.  
· coordinated the program rollout with a Richmond judge and the Richmond Public Defender’s Office and additional staff in RCAO, including an application process. 
· created a WYWO code of conduct and trained VCU students and diverted participants every semester.
· expanded the program to Henrico and Chesterfield Commonwealth Attorney’s Offices.






Community Engagement Committees
Provost’s Office, VCU Annual Research Impact Awards, 2026.
Provost’s Office, OVPRI Internal Funds Team, 2026.
College of Humanities and Sciences, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, 2021.
College of Humanities and Sciences, Faculty Awards, 2021.
University College, College Composition and Communication (CCCC) regional conference, 2018.
Provost’s Office, Real World Experience Initiative, 2016 – 2018.
Provost’s Office, Institute for Inclusion, Inquiry, and Innovation, 2016.
Division of Community Engagement, Campus Liaison for Imagining America, 2016.
Dept. of Family Medicine, International, Inner City, Rural Preceptorship (I2CRP), 2016.	

College and University Level Committees
President’s Office, VCU Regional Impact, 2015.
President’s Office, VCU’s Engaged Arts, Humanities, and Design, 2015.
Provost’s Office Co-Chair, Living Learning Communities Faculty Advisory Committee (LLC-FAC)
Provost’s Office, Principal Gift Development, Correctional Education Initiative, 2013.
Dept. of Family Medicine, International, Inner City, Rural Preceptorship (I2CRP), speaker, 2012.

Search Committees
Associate Vice President of Community Engagement, Provost’s Office, 2021.
Chief Curator, Institute for Contemporary Art, 2013. 
Assistant Professor of English-Education, Department of Teaching and Learning, 2013. 
Executive Director, Academic Scholars Program in Real Environments (ASPiRE), Division of Community Engagement, 2011. 

Promotion Committees
Jen Selman, University College, 2021.
Lindsay Chudzik, University College, 2018. 
Jon Waybright, School of World Studies, 2017. 
Bill Oglsby, Robertson School of Communication, 2016.
Julie Gorlewski, Department of Teaching and Learning, 2015.
Ross Collin, Department of Teaching and Learning, 2015.
Kristin Reed, University College, 2015. 

Service to the Community
 
Write Your Way Out, the program that I created, is a free, rehabilitative service for the Richmond Commonwealth Attorney’s Office that has diverted 30 Richmond citizens from incarceration into education between 2018 and 2026.

Open Minds, the program that I created, is a free, rehabilitative service for the Richmond City Sheriff’s Office that has reached over 500 people incarcerated in the jail from 2010 to 2020. 

Board member for ROOTS: Reinventing Ourselves Outside the System, a nonprofit, a reentry service, 2013 – 2018.

Board member for REAL: Recovering from Everyday Addictive Lifestyles, a reentry program for people in recovery with residential group homes, 2016 – 2019.

Board member for Virginia Holistic Justice Initiative, a nonprofit that serves as a link between justice-involved clients and community resources, and advocates for legislation to end incarceration of nonviolent offenders, 2018 - 2020.

Instructor, Virginia Department of Health, Office of Drinking Water: I taught a course in persuasive technical writing, which was a noncredit course offered through VCU’s Office of Continuing Education, 2020.

Co-facilitator of Faith and Culture dialogue series, which addresses diversity issues and has included VCU faculty members as guests, 2021.

Service to the Profession

Manuscript Reviewer - Books
Narrow Cell Knowledge, University of North Carolina Press, 2026. 
Cambridge Companion to Global Prison Literature, Cambridge University Press, 2023.
Words is a Powerful Thing: Seventeen Years of Teaching Creative Writing at Douglas County Jail, University of Kansas Press, 2019.
Prison and the Literary World: Imprisonment and the Question of Literary Practice, Routledge Press, 2018. 

Manuscript Reviewer - Articles
1968 and the Crisis of Modernity, Rhetoric Review, 2026
‘We are the mothers’: An Analysis of Incarcerated Mothers’ Ethos Formation, Rhetoric Society Quarterly, 2025.
The Dissent is Lost, Literacy in Composition Studies, 2025. 
Contraband Images, Racial Recognition, and Mediated Carcerality Rhetoric Society Quarterly, 2024. 
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